
AMBITION DETERMINATION RESPECT 
1

 

 

Sixth Form Prospectus 2023-24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
…best lesson, best day, best year, best future… 



2 
AMBITION DETERMINATION RESPECT  

Welcome to Walthamstow Academy 
Walthamstow Academy is a dynamic, thriving and successful academy at the centre of the local community. 
I believe that at the heart of our success are three key factors. The first is the dedication of our staff, who are 
all wholly determined to do whatever it takes to get the best possible outcomes for every single one of our 
students. This involves nurturing every child and tracking their progress to make sure that they are on track 
and that we are bringing out the best in them. 

Second, we are committed to raising ambition through very high 
expectations and a belief that every child can achieve great things if 
they have the opportunity, the drive and the support that they need. 
As a result, our students have these expectations of themselves. They 
want to learn, they want to be successful and they want to be proud. 
Our attendance is outstanding: students want to be here, they describe 
being part of Walthamstow Academy as like being part of a family. 

Third, at Walthamstow Academy we believe that there is no time to waste. 
We make the most of every day. For every minute of every lesson, we make 
sure that our students are happy, engaged and learning. They know they 
need to make the most of every opportunity they are offered and we want 
to be there to make sure they succeed. I want all our students to have 
hopes and dreams for the future that mean they are challenging themselves 
to be the best they can be. Come to Walthamstow Academy and see for 
yourself - I look forward to meeting you. 

 
Ms Emma Skae, Principal BSc BEd MA NPQH 

 
 

 

Chair of Governors 
I would like to welcome you 
to the latest Prospectus from 
Walthamstow Academy; 
opened in 2006 as an Academy 
sponsored by the United 
Learning Trust. 

United Learning is a group of 
schools and Academies whose 

sole aim is to provide outstanding education to 
children and young people across the country. 
We seek to improve the life chances of all the 
children and young people we serve and make it 
our mission to bring out ‘the best in everyone’ – 
students, staff, parents and the wider community. 
Since 2009 the Academy has been led by an 
outstanding Principal in Emma Skae. Emma brings 
vision, enthusiasm, experience and a great drive to 
bring out the very best in all at the Academy. She 
is well supported by dedicated teams of staff who 
always impress me by their efforts to enable our 
students to succeed and foster a can do attitude in 
our students. 

 
The Academy has been rated as being Good by 
Ofsted. We now move forward with the aim of 
being outstanding in everything we do. Our sixth 
form continues to go from strength to strength 
with every sixth form student who chose to do 
so progressing to university in 2019; 44% went to 
the elite Russell Group of universities. Additionally 
I am impressed by the range of extra-curricular 
activities which enhance our students’ experiences 
and help build confident young people. 

While we continue to raise academic standards 
and want our students to achieve outstanding 
academic results, the Academy takes its pastoral 
responsibilities very seriously. We have a 
commitment to provide a supportive, happy and 
caring environment believing this will allow all of 
our students to develop their full potential. We 
aim to deliver United Learning’s key aim and bring 
out “the best in everyone”. 

Please visit us to meet the staff and students and 
see our impressive facilities. I hope you will decide 
to become part of our future. 

Geoff Skewes, Chair of Governors 
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Sixth Form 

Walthamstow Academy Sixth Form continues to be a place where we strive for the best for every student, 
consistently producing strong A Level and BTEC results over the last few years. 

We offer a rigorous, inclusive and supportive environment where students are academically challenged and 
are role models for younger students within the Academy. We give these older students the freedom, respect 
and responsibility they have earned as young adults, within our framework of strong support, close monitoring 
and high expectations. 

Our consistent results demonstrate that Walthamstow Academy Sixth Form enables progression to all 
university courses and careers, allowing students to study in an environment in which they are understood and 
cared for. 

The Sixth Form offers: 

• A wide ranging curriculum of A Level and 
BTEC National Vocational courses 

• Experienced and well qualified teachers 

• Myriad student leadership opportunities 

•  Opportunities for personal development outside the 
classroom through extra and super curricular activities 

• Opportunities for personal development to 
understand careers and employment through networking, insight days 
and work experience opportunities 

• Personal tutoring 

• Preparation for university and adult life 

• Free textbooks & revision guidelines in every subject 

• Free Chromebook for the duration of your studies
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General Advice 
The key to success in the Sixth Form is studying the right 
courses at the right level. 

At Walthamstow Academy Sixth Form students take the 
first steps towards a successful career, as they begin life 
as young adults. 

When considering Post 16 courses, it is important for 
students to take into account their future intended 
career pathway. As most students seek to continue into 
higher education it is important to consider university 
course entry requirements when choosing Advanced 
Levels or vocational courses. 

In addition to the academic entry criteria for 
Walthamstow Academy Sixth Form, a good record 
of behaviour, attitude to learning, punctuality and 
minimum 95% attendance is also expected. 

The Best in Everyone 
Our motto is ‘the best in everyone’ and we set high 
standards with clear expectations. We focus on 
ambition, underpinned by excellent teaching and 
learning. Staff, students and parents work together 
and uphold the same high standards to ensure that 
‘the best in everyone’ means: 

 
 

 

…best lesson, best day, 
best year, best future… 

 
Student Welfare 
The Academy is committed to providing a 
supportive and caring learning environment that 
fosters academic success, where sixth form students 
can enjoy their time and study. 

We have a team of professional staff dedicated to 
assisting with student welfare matters. 

 

 

The 
Academy 
Day 

08:30 - Form Time/Assembly 
09:00 - Lesson 1 

10:00 - Breaktime 
10:20 – Lesson 2 
11:20 - Lesson 3 

12:20 - Lunchtime 
13:10 – Lesson 4 
14:10 - Lesson 5 15:10 - End of Day 
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Sixth Form Leadership Team 

  
 

 

Lashanna Hamilton Emma Brady Kathrynn Lanaway Kenisha Walker 
Head of Sixth Form Deputy Head of Sixth Form Deputy Head of Sixth Form Sixth Form Supervisor 

Student Leadership Team 
 

Head Student Deputy Head Student Deputy Head Student Deputy Head Student Deputy Head Student  Deputy Head Student Deputy Head Student 

 Sixth Form Work Experience and Careers Guidance Partners 
 

 

 
We are partnered with Access Aspiration, a 
Mayor’s Fund for London programme, to 
provide our sixth form students with a 
comprehensive work experience programme 
throughout their two years with us. 

As part of this partnership, all sixth form 
students receive a compulsory programme of in- 
school work related learning support: 

- Access Aspiration introduction assembly, in 
which the programme is introduced and 
students are shown how to create their own 
Access Aspiration personal account. 
- Two industry speakers describing their 
career options and career paths available 
with a focus on the 12 most demanded 
and route into their current career. 
- A mock interview day. 
- An employability workshop. 
- A speed networking day with industry 

professionals. 

Experience placements with the businesses in 
partnership with Access Aspiration across the 
course of their two-year sixth form 
experience. 

 
All students will also receive a 
Morrisby account login-for-life. 
Morrisby is a website which 
provides students with careers 
guidance, options at 18 and 
planning tools to support their 
career progression throughout 
their adult life. 

Alongside the advice and 
guidance provided by staff at 
the Academy students can use 
this tool to help understand 
themselves better and create a 
step-by-step career plan to help 
achieve their ambitions. 

 
We have invested in Unifrog which is a 
complete destinations platform. Unifrog 
helps students compare every opportunity, 
then apply successfully. The university 
apprenticeship research tool helps students 
to make the best choices and submit the 
strongest applications, while the Know-
How library offers advice and guidance on 
all aspects of careers and progression into 
higher education or work. It empowers 
students through the ‘Activities’ record 
where they can keep a log of all extra 

and super curricular activities; this helps 
them highlight their competencies 

with a focus on the 12 most in demand 
competencies by employers and educators. 

It also empowers teachers and counsellors 

to manage the progression process 
effectively, as it can be used as a tool for 
progress and discussion with students, 

tutors and teachers in 121 sessions. 
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Admission Criteria 2023-4 

Minimum Academic Entry 
5 GCSEs at 5+ Grades (including English and Maths) 

 
 

 

Subject GCSE Entry requirements Additional Information 

Art, Craft and Design A Level GCSE Grade 6 in Art, Photography, Three-Dimensional 
Design, Product Design, Design Technology 

 

Biology A Level 6 in Biology GCSE & 6 in Maths GCSE 7 in Combined Science & 6 in Maths 

Business A Level 6 in English & Maths GCSE  

Business BTEC Level 3 5 in English & Maths GCSE 5 in Business GCSE (desirable) 

Chemistry A Level 6 in Chemistry GCSE & 6 in Maths GCSE 7 in Combined Science & 6 in Maths 

Computer Science A Level 6 in Computing GCSE & 6 in Maths GCSE  

Drama A Level 5 in Drama GCSE  

Economics A Level 6 in English & Maths GCSE  

English Literature A Level 6 in English Language and Literature GCSE  

French A Level GCSE Grade 6 in French  

Maths A Level 7 in Maths GCSE  

Further Maths A Level 7 in Maths GCSE  

Geography A Level 6 in Geography GCSE  

Health and Social Care BTEC Level 3 5 in English & Maths GCSE Merit in BTEC Level 2 Health and Social Care (desirable) 

History A Level 5 in History GCSE & 6 in English GCSE  

Media Studies A Level 6 in English GCSE 6 in Media GCSE (desirable) 

PE A Level 6 in PE GCSE Must currently play in a competitive sport 

Physics A Level 6 in Physics GCSE & 7 in Maths 7 in Combined Science & 6 in Maths 

Politics A Level 6 in English & 6 in History  

Psychology A Level 6 in Maths, English and Science GCSE  

Religion, Philosophy & Ethics A Level 6 in English Language and Literature 6 in Religious Education (desirable) 

Sociology A Level 6 in English Language and Literature  

Spanish A Level GCSE Grade 6 in Spanish  

Sport BTEC Level 3 5 in English & Maths GCSE 5 in GCSE PE or Merit in BTEC Sport Level 2 
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Advanced Level Programme 

(A Level) 

The advanced level programmes 
are 2-year linear courses assessed 
via examinations or a combination 
of examinations and non-examined 
assessments (NEA), depending upon 
the specific subject. 

 

 

Vocational Programmes 

(BTEC) 
Vocational programmes are assessed 
via external examinations and internal 
assessments across the two years. 

 
Both advanced level and vocational 
programmes will allow students 
to progress into undergraduate 
courses or apprenticeship schemes. 
However, numerous university and 
apprenticeship courses may require 
specific qualifications. 

Tutoring and Mentoring 
Sixth Form marks a key transition for young people and brings 
with it a changed status and acknowledgement that each 
student is now a young adult within our Academy and the wider 
community. At the Academy, each student benefits from one-
to-one guidance and support from their individual tutor 
throughout the year. 

Every student is provided with a diary which helps them to be 
organised and helps with communication between home and 
the Academy. Students and parents can also log into Google 
Classroom which is used as a teaching and communication tool 
by subject leads. 

Any student who needs extra support will have access to 
mentoring and we have excellent links to multi-agency 
support where required. 
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“Teachers have demonstrated again and again that they aim for the best of us, installing us with 
beliefs of success and achievability that fueled our determination and ambition” 

Year 12 student 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

David Pupla achieved A*, A*, A* in Computing, Maths and Physics and he is going to study Computer 
Science at Manchester University. 

David said, 'My main piece of advice is to keep working hard and stay passionate about your A Levels. 
The more passion you have, the easier you’ll find it. Determination is key.' 

Deyna Mesuria achieved A*A*A in Biology, Chemistry and Maths and is going to study Physiological 
Science at Bristol University. 

 
Deyna said, ‘I chose to study Physiological Science because it could potentially lead me to Sports 
Science.' 

Jenai Allen achieved A, A, A in Chemistry, Maths and Physics and is going to study Aerospace 
Engineering at Southampton. 

 
Jenai said, 'Thanks to my teachers, I was able to obtain great results but in order to achieve your best, 
you have to put the work in at home as well. I’m pleased to say I’m now going to study aerospace 
engineering at the University of Southampton.' 

Redly Mireku-Boateng achieved A*, A, A, A in Business, Economics, Geography and Government & 
Politics and is going to Kings to study Law 
Redly said, 'Don’t stop when you’re tired, stop when you are done’. This is a quote that has stuck with me 
throughout this A-level experience; I believe that hard work coupled with a desire to improve beats talent any day 
of the week. I’d like to thank the school and my teachers for providing me with the opportunities to succeed, and 
for giving me the resources to flourish’. 

Ylli Haliti achieved A*, A*, A in Chemistry, Maths and Physics. He is going to Imperial College to study 
Chemistry with Molecular Physics 

 
Ylli said, 'I am more than pleased that my perseverance and hard work have paid off. Just remember 
anyone can achieve their dreams when they follow the words, 'success is not final, failure is not fatal: it 
is the courage to continue that counts' 

Emma Skae, Principal at Walthamstow Academy, said: “Our Sixth Formers have shown real 
determination and resilience over the past two years to achieve the outcomes they have today. Thanks 
to their hard work as well as the enduring support of our Sixth Form team, our students are now going 
on to study an impressive range of courses at some of the country’s top universities. As a school, we 
strive to make sure all our students not only set high ambitions for themselves but are able to achieve 
them. It is therefore excellent to see so many of our students securing their first-choice destinations. 
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"This place has been the key to my success, my future and who I am now, and for that I will never forget 
the amazing teachers and people who have supported me on this journey. I have learnt that hard work 
and resilience will get you anything especially the grades you want. If you put your mind to something, 
you can achieve anything you want no matter what. I am proud to say that I attended Walthamstow 
academy and can’t wait to see what the future holds! This school really does want to see the “best in 
everyone”  Year 13 
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Expectations of Sixth Form 
Students 

A Walthamstow Academy Sixth Form student 
always: 
- Immerses themselves within their 

academic studies by working hard in 
class, acting upon expert feedback from 
their teachers, completing homework 
and independent study tasks and reading 
wider academic literature to expand their 
knowledge. 

- Acts in a respectful and in courteous 
manner and as a role model to all students 
in years 7 – 11. 

- Presents themselves immaculately and is 
punctual to the Academy and lessons. 

- Maintains an attendance percentage of 
above 96%. 

Dress Code 
- Sixth Form students are no longer required to wear the 
Walthamstow Academy school uniform, but they are 
expected to dress in business wear, this includes a blazer for 
all students. 

- Students must also wear their ID card and Sixth Form 
lanyard at all times to conform to Health and Safety policies. 

- Clothing considered business wear are suits, blazers, smart 
trousers/skirts, shirts/blouses, turtleneck’s, ties, smart 
dresses and leather style shoes. Please do not wear jeans, 
leggings, trainers, hoodies, sweatshirts, polo shirts or sports/ 
casual wear. 

Our business wear policy is designed to help students feel 

professional while in a high-level educational environment 

and encourage them to be the best version of themselves. It 

also helps to prepare students for the adult world by making 

them comfortable in business settings as well as ensuring 

they feel confident walking into interviews and professional 

settings representing the best version of themselves. 
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Spectacular Facilities 
Walthamstow Academy offers students and staff state-of-the- 
art facilities and cutting-edge equipment across all learning 
areas providing students with a spectacular 21st Century 
learning environment. The facilities include: 

• Over seventy light and airy classrooms, each with interactive 
whiteboards and internet access 

• Ten fully equipped, custom-designed science laboratories 

• Nine innovatively designed ICT suites including two Mac 
suites for media and music 

• A library packed full of books and computers 

• A large modern sports hall 

• A fitness suite and dance studio 

• Two all-weather sports courts 

• A sports field with football pitches and an athletics track 

• Outdoor multi gym 

• A giant open plan art studio 

• A spacious assembly hall 

• Two fully equipped music suites with recording studios 

• Technology workshop 

• Media suites 

• Dedicated Sixth Form independent study spaces and 
common room 

• A modern dining hall, offering a wide range of healthy 
food options 

• Covered outdoor dining area 

• A locker for every student 

• Chromebook for all students 

• Free textbooks and revision guides 
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Our Schools 
Walthamstow Academy is part of United Learning – a group of schools which aims to provide excellent 
education to children and young people across the country. 

 
Abbey Hey Primary Academy 
Accrington Academy 
AKS Lytham Ashford 
School 
Avonbourne Boys' Academy 
Avonbourne Girls' Academy 
Avonwood Primary School 
Bacons College 
Banstead Preparatory School 
Barnsley Academy 
Beacon View Primary Academy 
Brentnall Academy 
Cambridge Academy for Scienceand 
Technology 
Castle View Academy 
Coleridge Community College 
Corngreaves Academy Coworth 
Flexlands 
Cravenwood Primary Academy 
Dukesgate Academy 
Dunottar School 
Embley 
Ernest Bevin 
Academy 
Fulham Primary 
School 
Glenmoor and Winton Academies 
Goresbrook School 
Grange Primary Academy 
Guildford High School 
Ham Dingle Primary School Hanwell 
Fields Community SchoolHigh Hazels 
Academy 
Hill View Primary School Hull 
Collegiate School Hunningley 
Primary School 
Irlam and Cadishead Academy 
Kettering Buccleuch Academy 
Langford Primary 
Lincoln Minster School 
Longshaw Primary Academy 
Manchester Academy 
Marlborough Road Academy 
Marsden Heights Community 
College 
Midhurst Rother College 
Newstead Wood School 

NOA’s Ark Nursery 

North Oxfordshire Academy 
Northampton Academy 

Nova Hreod Academy 
Orchard Meadow Primary School 
Paddington Academy 
Parkside Community College 
Pegasus Primary School 
Richard Rose Central Academy 
Richard Rose Morton Academy 
Rowan Preparatory School 
Salford City Academy 
Salisbury Manor Primary School 
Seahaven Academy 
Sedgehill Academy 
Sheffield Park Academy Sheffield 
Springs Academy Shoreham 
Academy 
Silverdale Primary Academy 
Southway Primary School 
St Ives School 
Stockport Academy 
Sulivan Primary School 
Surbiton High School 
Swindon Academy 
The Albion Academy 
The Cornerstone 
Academy 
The Elms Academy 
The Galfrid Academy 
The Hurlingham AcademyThe 
Hyndburn Academy 
The John Roan School 
The Lowry Academy 
The Regis School 
The Totteridge Academy 
The Victory Primary School 
Timbertree Academy 
Trumpington Community College 
Walthamstow Academy Walthamstow 
Primary Academy Whittingham Primary 
Academy Wilberforce Primary 
William Hulme’s Grammar School 
Windale Primary School 
Winston Way Primary Academy 
Worsbrough Bank End Primary School 
Wye School 
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Application and Admissions Procedures 

All candidates will need to meet the minimum academic entry criteria of a minimum of five grade 5+ GCSEs, 
including English and Maths. 

 

Walthamstow Academy Year 11 Applicants 

Current Walthamstow Academy Year 11 students will 
be able to log in to walthamstow.applicaa.com and 
select the courses they would like to study at Sixth 
Form. 

External Year 11 Applicants 

 
We welcome applications from all external candidates 
to study at our sixth form. Once candidates 
have submitted their online application form at 
walthamstow.applicaa.com they will be contacted to 
attend an interview which provides an opportunity to 
find out what their future at the Academy will look like. 

External applicants must complete and return the 
online application form as well as a reference from 
their current school which includes their predicted 
grades. This must be submitted by Friday 1st March 
2024. 

 
Important Diary Dates 

 
 

Online Sixth Form Applications Open 

Sixth Form Open Evening 

Sixth Form Applications Deadline 

Monday 27th November 2023  

5-6.30pm Thursday 11 January 2024 

Friday 1 March 2024 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
…best lesson, best day, best year, best future… 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For further information, please contact our 
Admissions Officer at: 

Walthamstow Academy 
Billet Road 
Walthamstow 
London 
E17 5DP 

Telephone: 020 8527 3750 
Email: info@walthamstow-academy.org 
Website: www.walthamstow-academy.org 

Walthamstow Academy / UL policies include those on admissions, anti-bullying, behaviour (rewards and sanctions), charging and 
remissions, child protection, complaints, education, ethos, health and safety, rights of withdrawal from religious education and worship 
and special educational needs are available on request. 

mailto:info@walthamstow-academy.org
http://www.walthamstow-academy.org/
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Subject Information Pages 



 

Art, Craft and Design A Level 

Exam Board: AQA 
Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 6 in any of the following Art, Photography, Three dimensional design, Product 
design, Design technology. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

•

 

•

 

•

 

     

•

 

Assessments  

 

•  

 

 

 

  

 

Skills gained and enrichment  
opportunities: 

This course provides skills and training across the realm of Art, 
Craft & Design. Students develop critical and analytical thinking 
alongside creativity, oral and visual presentation skills. We aim to 
foster independent enquiry, time management and resilience. We 
encourage students’ experience of the art world through galleries and 
museums visits. 

 Progression/career opportunities: 
An A level in Art, Craft and Design opens the doors to many courses and 
career options. Students go on to specialize or work in graphic design, 
illustration, fine art, photography, textile  design, fashion design, animation, 
three-dimensional interior design, and architecture to name a few. 

 

Further information: 
Ms Emma Cooper- Head of ADT 

Emma.Cooper@Walthamstow-academy.org 
 



 

 

 

 

Biology A Level 

Exam Board: AQA 

Entry Requirements: Students require a GCSE Grade 6 in GCSE biology or grade 7-7 in combined science. 

Students also require at least a grade 6 in GCSE mathematics. 

 
Progression/career opportunities: 

Completing a course in Biology opens up many university 

and career prospects. These range from courses within the 

medical field such as pharmacy, physiotherapy, optometry, 

as well as more general degrees in biology and chemistry. 

Also biology contributes to degrees and careers in zoology 

(study of animals) veterinarian studies (working with 

animals), botany and more. 

Skills gained and enrichment opportunities: 
The subject content is relevant to real work experiences 

and is fascinating to learn, giving students freedom to 

explore around topics. The specification allows students 

to be inspired and to nurture their passion for biology, 

laying the groundwork for further studies in courses like 

medicine and biological Sciences. Practical skills are 

embedded into the teaching to give students every 

opportunity to develop their independence and scientific 

skills to further support their development. 
 

Further information: 
Mrs C Sinanan – Head of Biology  

charlotte.sinanani@walthamstow-academy.org 

  

Cells 

Assessments 

mailto:%20charlotte.sinanani@walthamstow-academy.org
mailto:%20charlotte.sinanani@walthamstow-academy.org


 

Business A Level 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

Entry requirements: GCSE grade 6 or higher in English and Maths 
 

 

Subject Content 

Units Studied in Year 12: 

Theme 1: Marketing and people 

This theme enables students to understand how 

businesses identify opportunities and develop a 

competitive advantage. Students develop an 

understanding of how businesses adapt their marketing 

to operate in a dynamic business environment. This 

theme also con- siders people, exploring how businesses 

recruit, train, organize and motivate employees, as well 

as the role of enterprising individuals and leaders. 

 
Theme 2: Managing business activities 

This theme enables students to develop an 

understanding of raising and managing finance and 

measuring business performance. The theme outlines 

the importance of using resources efficiently within a 

business to ensure that goods or services can be 

delivered effectively and efficiently, and to a high 

quality. Stu- dents also consider the external influences 

that have an impact on businesses. 

 

Units Studied in Year 13: 

Theme 3: Business decisions and strategy 

This theme moves from functions to strategy, enabling 

students to develop their understanding of the core 

concepts and to take a strategic view of business 

opportunities and issues. Students analyze corporate 

objectives and strategy against financial and non- 

financial performance measures. The theme covers the 

causes and effects of change and how businesses 

mitigate risk and uncertainty. 

 
Theme 4: Global business 

Students investigate businesses that trade on a global 

scale and explore their reasons for doing so. Students 

develop an understanding of the globally competitive 

environment and consider the ethical and moral 

dimensions of global business activities. 

Assessments 

 
N/A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Skills gained and 

enrichment 

opportunities: 

Students on this course will develop a wide range 

of skills that will improve their future 

employability. They will be able to generate 

enterprising and creative approaches to business 

opportunities, problems and issues. Approximately 

10% of the overall marks in this qualification will 

test students’ quantitative skills. 

Progression/career opportunities: 

Studying A level Business can be a stepping-stone to a wide 

range of popular undergraduate courses at university 

including; Accounting and Finance, Business Management or 

Marketing. Career opportunities are endless but often 

include banking, insurance, retail management, business 

development and marketing. 

Further information: 
Mr T Ogbe – Head of Business  

Tunokan.ogbe@walthamstow-academy.org 

mailto:Tunokan.ogbe@walthamstow-academy.org


 

Chemistry A Level 

Exam Board: AQA 

Entry Requirements: Students require a GCSE Grade 6 in GCSE chemistry or grade 7-7 in combined  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Skills gained and enrichment 

opportunities: 
Chemistry is fundamentally an experimental subject. 

The specification provides numerous opportunities to 

use practical experiences to link theory to reality and 

equip students with the essential practical skills they 

need, allowing students to scope real life applications 

in our world. Chemistry is an excellent stepping stone 

to future studies, ensuring that students are able to 

develop their scientific skills and lay the foundations 

in courses such as medicine and pharmacy. 

Progression/career opportunities: 
Chemistry is required to study the following courses in 

higher education; medicine, dentistry, pharmacy and 

veterinary science. Other career opportunities include 

research and development, chemical engineering, 

biochemistry and other scientific-related subjects. 

Chemistry is highly in demand by universities and 

employers as it exhibits high levels of logic and analytical 

skills, hence many people go into banking or finance with 

their Chemistry qualifications. 

 

     Further information: 

    Ms B Wolkowski - Head of Science  
bailey.wolkowski@walthamstow-academy.org 

Ms H Alam – Head of Chemistry        
halima.alam@walthamstow-academy.org 

 
 
 

 

 

Assessments 

There are 3 topics in Chemistry that will cover 
knowledge, understanding, mathematical and 
practical skills 
1. Physical Chemistry 
2. Inorganic Chemistry 
3. Organic Chemistry  

Subject Content 

Paper 1: Physical and Inorganic Chemistry 
(35%) 
Includes topics: atomic structure, amount of 
substance, thermodynamics, electrochemical 
cells, acids and bases, periodicity, group 2 + 
7, transition metals. Including relevant 
practical skills.  
2 hours written exam paper, out of 105 marks 
 
Paper 2: Physical and Organic Chemistry 
(35%) 
Includes topics: bonding, equilibria, 
energetics, amount of substance, alkanes, 
alcohols, organic analysis, isomerism, 
aromatics, carbonyl compounds, polymers, 
DNA and amines. Including relevant practical 
skills.  
2 hours written exam paper, out of 105 marks 
 
Paper 3: A-Level Chemistry (30%) 
Includes any content from the course and also 
assesses any practical skills from the 12 CPACs 
completed throughout the course.  
2 hours written exam paper, out of 90 marks 
40 marks on practical techniques and data 
analysis 
20 marks of questions across the specification 
30 marks of multiple choice questions 
 
 
 
  

mailto:bailey.wolkowski@walthamstow-academy.org
mailto:halima.alam@walthamstow-academy.org


 

Economics A Level 

Exam Board: AQA 

Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 6 in English and Maths 

 

Units studied in Year 12  

Unit 1: The operation of markets and market 

failure 

Including the economic problem and economic 

methodology, price determination in a competitive 

market, determinants of the demand for goods and 

services, price and income elasticities of demand, 

production costs and revenues, supply, specialisation, 

division of labour, economies of scale, meaning of market 

failure, public goods, positive and negative externalities, 

competitive and concentrated markets and market 

mechanism, market failure and methods of 

government interventions. 

 

Unit 2: The national economy in a global context 

Including the measurement of macroeconomic 

performance, macroeconomic indicators, how 

macroeconomy works, circular flow of income, AD/AS 

analysis and related concepts, economic performance, 

growth, inflation, employment and unemployment, 

balance of payments, and macroeconomic policies: 

fiscal, monetary and supply-side policies. 

 

 

Units studied in Year 13  

Unit 3: Individuals, firms, markets and market 

failure 

Economic problem and economic methodology, 

individual economic decision making, price 

determination in a competitive market, behavioural econom- 

ics, production costs and revenue, perfect competition, imper- 

fectly competitive markets and monopoly, labour market, the 

distribution of income and wealth: poverty and 

inequality and market mechanism, market failure and 

government interventions in markets. 

 

Unit 4: The national and international economy 

Measurement of macroeconomic performance, how 

the macroeconomy works, the circular flow of 

income, AD/AS analysis and related concepts, 

economic performance, financial markets and 

monetary policy, fiscal and supply side policies, 

international economy and behavioural economics. 

Assessments  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Skills gained and enrichment opportunities: 

Students following this course will have the 

opportunities to develop and generate evidence of 

attainment in key skills of communication, application of 

numeracy, information technology, working with others, 

improving own learning and performance, as well as 

having opportunities to take part in discussions and 

attend conferences, university lectures and business 

forums. 

Progression/career opportunities: 

A Level economics will open up many opportunities 

to study for prestigious degrees at university such as 

economics, development economics, banking and finance, 

history, anthropology and law. Other career opportunities 

include; potential employment prospects in research and 

development, government, journalism, finance, investment 

banking or insurance. 

 

 

Further information: 
Mr J Bonner - Teacher of Economics 

Jordan.Bonner@walthamstow-academy.org 

mailto:Jordan.Bonner@walthamstow-academy.org


 
 
 
 
 

 
Assessments  

 

English Literature A Level 

Exam Board: OCR 

Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 6 in English Literature and Language 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Skills gained and enrichment opportunities: 
This course develops an interest in English Literature. You 

will be encouraged to read widely, critically and 

independently, across literary movements, genres and form, 

alongside developing detailed analytical, discursive and 

evaluative transferable skills. The focus of the course is on 

Modern Literature, with the majority of texts studied written 

after 1950, and includes scope for students to independently 

choose and research texts for individual study. 

Progression/career opportunities 
The rigorously analytical and academic nature of this 

course, together with its strong focus on independent 

research skills, provides a solid foundation for careers in 

law, media and journalism, whilst also being a well- 

respected route into a whole range of consultancy based 

careers, including politics, the civil service and medicine. 

 

 

Further information: 
Mr L Tweed - Head of English 

liam.tweed@walthamstow-academy.org 
Mr Bell-Brown - KS5 English Lead 

Stephen.bell-brown@walthamstow-academy.org 

 

 

  

mailto:liam.tweed@walthamstow-academy.org
mailto:Stephen.bell-brown@walthamstow-academy.org


 

French A Level 
Exam Board: AQA 

Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 6 in French 
 

Skills gained and enrichment opportunities: 

Studying this course will enable students to develop highly 

effective communication, public speaking and translation 

skills, preparing them for the world of work. 

 

 

Progression/career opportunities: 

This course will enable students to progress on to higher 

education courses at university in a variety of subjects and 

would enable students to become translators, teachers, 

lawyers amongst other professions. 
 

Further information: 
Ms D Mash- Head of Modern Foreign Languages 

daisy.mash@walthamstow-academy.org 

 

mailto:daisy.mash@walthamstow-academy.org


Assessments  

 

Further Maths A Level 
Exam Board: Edexcel 

Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 7 in Mathematics. 

 

 

 

 

Progression/career opportunities: 

Learners will be looking to progress into STEM careers, 

such Theoretical Physics, Computer Science, or 

Engineering. 

Successful earners will be able to progress into higher 

education to study degrees, such as: 
- Physics (BSc) 

- Astrophysics (BSc) 

- Aeronautical Engineering (BSc) 

- Chemical Engineering (BSc) 

- Electronic Engineering (BSc) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Further information: 

Mr M Aubdool - Teacher in charge of KS5 Mathematics 

Mohammed.Aubdool@walthamstow-academy.org 

 
Ms P Malhotra - Head of Mathematics 

Pooja.Malhotra@Walthamstow-Academy.Org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

mailto:Mohammed.Aubdool@walthamstow-academy.org
mailto:Pooja.Malhotra@Walthamstow-Academy.Org


 

Geography A Level 
 

Exam Board: AQA 

Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 6 in Geography 

All entry requirements are excluding coursework components. 
 

Progression/career opportunities: 

Geography is a broad-based academic subject which will open up  

options for you in your future which could include the following:

• Climate change 
assessment & planning 

• Climatology & 
meteorology 

• Community 
development 

• Conservation, heritage & 
land management 

• Consulting & project 
management 

• Education 

• Environmental & social 
impact assessment 

• Environmental 
monitoring & 
management 

• Environmental science 

• Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) 

• Hazard assessment, 
mitigation & disaster 
management 

• International 
development & aid 

• Local & regional 
development 

• Mapping & Cartography 

• Market research 

• Natural resource 
management & 
agriculture 

• Planning (urban, regional, 
environmental, social & 
transport planning) 

• Public policy 

• Public safety, defense & 
national security 

• Real estate & land 
development 

• Remote sensing 

• Research 

• Social services & welfare 

• Sustainability 

• Tourism management 

 
 

 
Skills gained and enrichment opportunities: 

Geography is a broad-based academic subject which will open up 

options for you in your future. Employers and universities see 

geography as a robust academic subject rich in skills, knowledge 

and understanding. As a subject linking the arts and the sciences it 

is highly flexible in terms of what you can combine it with, both 

at GCSE and A Level. If you choose to take geography on to 

university, there are literally hundreds of courses to choose from 

and the range of career areas accessed by graduates of geography 

will probably surprise you.  

 

Students will go on four fieldwork trips to support their studies. 

(Stratford, Brick Lane, Epping Forest) 

 

According to the latest information from the Higher Education 

Careers Services Unit, only 5.8% of geography graduates were 

still job-hunting six months after they graduated, against an 

average of 7.3% of graduates with other degrees. 

 

Further information contact 

Ms D Vitalis – Head of Geography 

devon.vitalis@walthamstow-academy.org 
 

 

Assessments 

Hazards 

mailto:devon.vitalis@walthamstow-academy.org


Assessments  

    
    

      

 

    
    

      

 

    

 

      

 
        

 

Government and Politics A Level 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 6 in History, Geography or in English Language or Literature 

 

 

Skills gained and enrichment 

opportunities: 

Students will have the opportunity to visit 

Parliament, attend conferences and meet with 

political figures and journalists. 

 

Students can progress from this 

qualification to: 

• University courses that relate directly to 

government and politics 

• University courses that will benefit from the 

skills acquired from this GCE, for example law, 

economics, philosophy. 

 

Progression/career opportunities: 

Employment where analytical skills are essential, 

for example management, finance, government, 

industry and business environments. 

 

 

Further information: 
Mr V Pandya - Head of History 

Vimal.Pandya@Walthamstow-Academy.Org 

 

branches. 

OR 

governance 

mailto:Vimal.Pandya@Walthamstow-Academy.Org


History A Level 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 5 in History or in English Language or Literature 

 

Subject Content 

Democracies in Change: Britain and the USA in the 

20th century 
Paper 1: Britain transformed, 1918-79 

Paper 2: The USA, 1955-92: Conformity & Challenge 

Paper 3: Protest, agitation and Parliamentary reform in 

Britain, 1780-1928 

Coursework: Enquiry on historical interpretations: The 

origins of WW1 (3,000 - 4,000 word essay) 

 

Paper 1: Breadth study with interpretations (30% A level/ 
60% AS). 

This option comprises a study in breadth, in which students 

will learn about the extent to which Britain was 

transformed politically, socially, economically and culturally 

in the years 1918–79. They will consider responses to the 

challenges of war, fluctuations in the economy, technological 

advancement and the desire for greater social equality. 

 

Paper 2: Depth study (20% A level | 40% AS). 

This option comprises a study in depth of the USA in the 

years 1955–92, from post-1945 affluence, through racial 

and political protests in the 1960s, to the rise of right-wing 

groups in the 1980s and the development of bitter divisions 

between Democrats and Republicans. 

 

Paper 3: Themes in breadth with aspects in depth (30% A 

level). 

This option comprises two parts: the aspects in breadth 

focus on long-term changes and contextualise the aspects 

in depth, which focus in detail on key episodes. Together, 

the breadth and depth topics explore the relationship 

between authority and mass agitation in England, the 

struggle for greater representation in England, and the 

ways in which the interests and concerns of individuals in 

society could make themselves known. 

 

Coursework (20% A level). The purpose of this coursework 

is to enable students to develop skills in the analysis and 

evaluation of interpretations of history in a chosen question 

as part of an independently researched assignment. The 

focus is on understanding the nature and purpose of the 

work of the historian. Students will be specifically required to 

analyse, explain and evaluate the interpretations of three 

historians. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Skills gained and enrichment opportunities: 
Students can progress from this qualification to higher 

education courses, such as degrees in history or in related 

subjects such as politics, English literature, law, philosophy, 

economics or geography. 

Past students have taken degree courses at the LSE, Exeter 

University and SOAS, University of London. 
 
 

 

Progression/career opportunities: 
A wide range of careers in areas such as journalism and 

media, education, libraries, national and local 

government and the civil service. 

 
 

 

Further information: 
Mr V Pandya - Head of History 
Vimal.pandya@walthamstow-academy.or 

 
 

 

  

Assessments 

mailto:Vimal.pandya@walthamstow-academy.or


Mathematics A Level 
Exam Board: Edexcel 

Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 7 in Maths 
 

 

 

    

      

 

 

   

  

 
 

 

  

      

 

      

     

      

   

 

 
 

 

Assessments 

    

 

Progression/career opportunities 

 
Further Information: 

Mr M Aubdool- Head of KS5 Mathematics. 
mohammed.aubdool@walthamstow-academy.org 

 
Ms P Malhotra Head of Mathematics. 

pooja.malhotra@walthamstow-academy.org 
 

 
 



 

Media Studies A Level 

Exam Board: Eduqas 

Entry Requirements: GCSE 6 in English. If you have studied media before it is an advantage. If taken - 

Grade 6 GCSE or BTEC Level 2 Distinction in Media. 
 

Units of Study  
Media studies is an interesting and exciting course that is 
academically challenging as you learn about concepts and 
theoretical perspectives to inform your analysis as well as 
getting to be creative and create multiple media forms. Over 
the course of the 2 year A Level, students will complete three 
major assessments to gain the A Level qualification: 

 

Component 1: 

Media Products, Industries and Audiences 
Written examination, 35% of qualification. The examination 

assesses media language, representation, media industries, 

audiences and media contexts. It consists of two sections: 

 
Section A: Analysing Media Language and Representation 

This section assesses media language and representation in 

relation to two of the following media forms: advertising, 

marketing, music video or newspapers. 

 
Section B: Understanding Media Industries and Audiences 

This section assesses two of the following media forms – 

advertising, marketing, film, newspapers, radio, video games 
- and media contexts. 

 

Component 2: 

Media Forms and Products in Depth 
Written examination, 35% of qualification. The examination 

assesses media language, representation, media industries, 

audiences and media contexts. It consists of three sections: 

Section A – Television in the Global Age 

Section B – Magazines: Mainstream and Alternative Media  

Section C – Media in the Online Age 

 

Component 3: 

Cross-Media Production 
Non exam assessment, 30% of qualification. An individual 

cross-media production based on two forms in response 

to a choice of briefs set by Eduqas, applying knowledge and 

understanding of the theoretical framework and digital 

convergence. 

Assessments:  
Component 1: Two hours and fifteen minutes examination, 

35% of A Level – Assessed at the end of Year 13 
Component 2: Two and a half hour exam - 35% of A Level - 
Assessed at the end of Year 13 
Component 3: Non-examined Assessment - 30% of A Level – 

Submitted for moderation in Year 13 

Skills gained and enrichment 

opportunities: 
Throughout the course students will enhance their 

enjoyment and appreciation of the media and its role in 

their daily lives. They will develop critical understanding of 

the media through engagement with media products and 

concepts. While completing the A Level students will gain 

both analytical and technical skills which they will use to 

critically analyse the media. They will need to research and 

consider concepts, theoretical approaches and discourse. 

In addition, they will need to apply this knowledge and 

understanding to their exam answers and through creative 

application of the production processes, technologies and 

relevant contexts. 

The Media Studies A Level also allows students to gain 

transferable skills required by many industries or higher 

education courses. Students learn and gain skills in 

analytical writing, academic research methods, project 

management, time management and working both as a 

team or autonomously. 
 

Progression/career opportunities 
Completing a course in media studies provides a suitable 

foundation for the study of media studies, or a related area, 

through a range of higher education degree courses. 

Alternatively direct entry into employment in areas such as: 

business engagement, journalism, marketing, film and 

television, and advertising. In addition, the course provides 

coherent, satisfying and worthwhile study for students who 

simply have an interest in the world of media. 
 

Further information: 
Ms A Bains - Assistant Principal 
amrita.bains@walthamstow-academy.org 

 

  

mailto:amrita.bains@walthamstow-academy.org


 

Physics A Level 

Exam Board: AQA 

Entry Requirements: Students require a GCSE Grade 6 in GCSE Physics or grade 7-7 in combined science. 

Students also require at least a grade 7 in GCSE mathematics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Skills gained and enrichment opportunities: 
The A Level specification should encourage candidates to develop 

essential knowledge and understanding of the concepts relating to 

physics. This will encourage and develop the students’ thought 

and problem-solving strategies, aid in the search for solutions to 

complex problems and issues. Students will develop skills such as 

working independently and as part of a team, strengthen their 

independent learning skills and will have opportunities to take 

part in discussions and attend conferences, university 
lectures and visit museums. 

Progression/career opportunities: 
There are many opportunities to study the 

following in higher education: Medicine, Pharmacy, 

Engineering, Electronic/Civil Engineering and 

Aeronautics. Other career opportunities include: 

Research and Development, Teaching and fields 

related to Science. 

 
 
 

 

Further information: 

Mr N.Patterson - Head of Physics 

nigel.patterson@walthamstow-academy.org 

 

 

  

Waves 

Assessments 

 

 

 

 
   

 

      

 

 
   

 
      

   

     

   

 
   

 

      

 

mailto:Bailey.wolkowski@walthamstow-academy.org


 

Psychology A Level 

Exam Board: AQA 

Entry Requirements: GCSE grade 6 in English, Grade 5 in Maths, Grade 5 Science ( biology)  
 

Skills gained and enrichment opportunities: 

A level Psychology involves studying a wide range of topics, 

so there is a lot of information to absorb, and importantly, you 

will need to learn how to apply and evaluate (weight up the 

strengths and weaknesses) of these studies and theories. 

Psychology develops a range of valuable skills, including 

critical analysis, independent thinking and research. These 

skills are particularly relevant to young people and are 

transferable to further study and the workplace. There will 

be opportunity to go on trips to conferences, museums in 

addition to hearing from speakers invited into the academy 

(I.e. psychologists and hypnotists). 

Progression/career opportunities: 

A degree in Psychology does not require you to have studied 

Psychology A level. However, many courses ask for a science 

subject, of which Psychology is one. A level Psychology will 

provide you with the skills required of an undergraduate - 

an inquiring mind and the ability to use scientific research 

findings to support and challenge various claims about why 

people behave the way that they do. 

 
The A level course demonstrates a broad range of skills from 

essay writing and critical thinking to data handling and 

statistics. Achieving an A level in Psychology indicates that 

you are numerate and literate as well as being able to engage 

in scientific enquiry. 

 
 

 

Further information: 
Ms M. O’Brien - Head of psychology 

Melanie.Obrien@walthamstow-academy.org 

 

Psychology 

Psychology: 

Assessments 

mailto:Melanie.Obrien@walthamstow-academy.org


 

Sociology A Level 
 
Exam Board: AQA 

Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 6 in English Language 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Paper 1 

Methods: 

 

Paper 2 Topics in Sociology: 

 
 
Paper 3 

Assessments  

 

Skills gained and enrichment opportunities: 
 
The aims of the course are to encourage you to develop a 
broad knowledge and a critical understanding of 
contemporary and changing word that surrounds you. A Level 
Sociology will nurture your inquiring mind and give you the 
opportunity to debate with like-minded people about the 
issues that impact our daily lives. You will have the 
opportunity to understand and evaluate sociological 
methodology through having an active involvement in the 
sociological research process. These skills are imperative as 
you progress onto university. Student will be able to take 
part in conferences and enjoy guest speakers sharing their 
research in the sociological field.  
 

Progression/career opportunities: 
 
A Level Sociology will complement other A Level Courses, 
such as the sciences and humanities subjects. Student will 
be able to progress onto a number of university courses and 
career opportunities including law, social work, teaching and 
research, the Police Force, HR Officer, Life Coach, Probation 
worker, PR Officer, Marketing Executive and SENCO. 

“Sociology is the study of the way in which human beings are shaped by things they don’t see.” 

Further information: 
Mrs K.Lanaway – Teacher in charge of Sociology 
Kathrynn.Lanaway@walthamstow-academy.org 



 

Spanish A Level 

Exam Board: AQA 

Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 6 in Spanish 

A Level Compulsory Topics  

Units studied in Year 12  

1. Aspects of Spanish-speaking society: 
The changing nature of family 

The “cyber- society” 

Gender Equality 
 

2. Artistic culture in the Hispanic-speaking world: 

Influence of idols 

Regional identity in Spain 

Cultural heritage 

 

Units Studied in Year 13  

1. Multicultrulism in Hispanic society: 

Advantages and disadvantages of immigration 

Immigration in the Hispanic world 

Racism 

Racist and xenophobic tendencies 

Measures to fight racism 

Anti-racism law 

Integration 

Co-existence of different cultures 

Education 
Religion 

 
2. Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world: 

Today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens 

Popular movements 
Monarchies and dictatorships 

 
3. Optional Content: 

Students study two books/ or one book and a film from the 

lists in the specificiation. 

 
Individual research topic: 

Students conduct individual research on a subject of personal 

interest relating to the country where the language of study is 

spoken. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Skills gained and enrichment opportunities: 

Studying this course will enable students to develop highly 

effective communication, public speaking and translation 

skills, preparing them for the world of work. 

 

Progression/career opportunities: 

This course will enable students to progress on to higher 

education courses at university in journalism or tourism 

and would enable students to become translators, teachers, 

lawyers amongst other professions. 

 

 

Further information: 
Ms D Mash - Head of Modern Foreign Languages 

 
 
 

 

  

Assessments  

Writing: 

Speaking: 


