In Celebration Of Black History Month 2020
Reading is one of life’s greatest pleasures; it is good for your mental health and for your soul. Not
only that, but students who read regularly and enjoy reading are proven to do much better in
exams than those who do not (thus increasing their life chances and future prospects). This
Autumn, we are therefore giving you the gift of reading!
In celebration of Black History Month, we have created a book list, a selection celebrating the
literary heritage of the global black community.
We encourage all students (and staff) to purchase and read at least one book from the selection
here. Put it on your Christmas list! Read it, enjoy it, talk about it with others who have
also read it, swap it with someone who chose a different book or read it again. We’ve
suggested books for Ks3, KS4 and Sixth Form.

Year 7 and 8

Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi
They killed my mother.
They took our magic.
They tried to bury us.
Now we rise.
Zélie remembers when the soil of Orïsha hummed with magic. When different
clans ruled – Burners igniting flames, Tiders beckoning waves, and Zélie’s
Reaper mother summoning forth souls. But everything changed the night
magic disappeared. Under the orders of a ruthless king, anyone with powers
was targeted and killed, leaving Zélie without a mother and her people without
hope. Only a few people remain with the power to use magic, and they must
remain hidden.
Zélie is one such person. Now she has a chance to bring back magic to her
people and strike against the monarchy. With the help of a rogue princess, Zélie
must learn to harness her powers and outrun the crown prince, who is hell-bent
on eradicating magic for good. Danger lurks in Orïsha, where strange creatures
prowl, and vengeful spirits wait in the waters. Yet the greatest danger may be
Zélie herself as she struggles to come to terms with the strength of her magic –
and her growing feelings for an enemy.

Ghost by Jason Reynolds
Running. That's all Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever known. But
Ghost has been running for the wrong reasons -until he meets Coach, an
ex-Olympic Medallist who sees something in Ghost: crazy natural talent. If
Ghost can stay on track, literally and figuratively, he could be the best sprinter
in the city. Can Ghost harness his raw talent for speed, or will his past finally
catch up to him? READ THE RUN SERIES: Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four
kids from wildly different backgrounds with personalities that are explosive
when they clash. But they are also four kids chosen for an elite middle school
running team-a team that could qualify them for the Junior Olympics if they
can get their acts together. They all have a lot to lose and a lot to prove. Not
only to each other, but to themselves.
Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates
In the 150 years since the end of the Civil War and the ratification of the
Thirteenth Amendment (the abolition of slavery), the story of race and America
has remained a brutally simple one, written on flesh: it is the story of the black
body, exploited to create the country's foundational wealth, violently
segregated to unite a nation after a civil war and, today, still disproportionately
threatened, locked up and killed in the streets. What is it like to inhabit a black
body and find a way to live within it? And how can America reckon with its
fraught racial history?
BETWEEN THE WORLD AND ME is Ta-Nehisi Coates' attempt to answer
those questions, presented in the form of a letter to his adolescent son.
Refugee Boy by Benjamin Zephaniah
Acclaimed performance poet and novelist Benjamin Zephaniah's honest, wry
and poignant story of a young refugee left in London is of even more power and
pertinence today than when it was first published.
Life is not safe for Alem. His father is Ethopian, his mother Eritrean. Their
countries are at war, and Alem is welcome in neither place.
So Alem is excited to spend a holiday in London with his father - until he wakes
up to find him gone. What seems like a betrayal is in fact an act of love, but now
Alem is alone in a strange country, and he must forge his own path ...
Cane Warriors by Alex Wheatle
Nobody free till everybody free.
Moa is fourteen. The only life he has ever known is toiling on the Frontier sugar
cane plantation for endless hot days, fearing the vicious whips of the overseers.
Then one night he learns of an uprising, led by the charismatic Tacky. Moa is to
be a cane warrior, and fight for the freedom of all the enslaved people in the
nearby plantations. But before they can escape, Moa and his friend Keverton
must face their first great task: to kill their overseer, Misser Donaldson. Time is
ticking, and the day of the uprising approaches . . .
Irresistible, gripping and unforgettable, Cane Warriors follows the true story of
Tacky’s War in Jamaica, 1760.

Raybearer by Jordan Ifueko
'Only one thing is more powerful than a wish, and that is a purpose.'
Tarisai has always longed for the warmth of a family. She was raised in
isolation by a mysterious, often absent mother known only as The Lady. The
Lady sends her to the capital of the global empire of Aritsar to compete with
other children to be chosen as one of the Crown Prince's Council of Eleven. If
she's picked, she'll be joined with the other Council members through the Ray,
a bond deeper than blood. That closeness is irresistible to Tarisai, who has
always wanted to belong somewhere. But The Lady has other ideas, including a
magical wish that Tarisai is compelled to obey: kill the Crown Prince once she
gains his trust.
Tarisai won't stand by and become someone's pawn - but is she strong enough
to choose a different path for herself?
Silver Sparrow by Tayari Jones
'My father, James Witherspoon, is a bigamist.'
This is the story of a man's deception, a family's complicity, and the two
teenage girls caught in the middle. James Witherspoon has two families, one
public, the other a closely guarded secret. But when his daughters meet and
form a friendship, only one of them knows the truth. Theirs is a relationship
destined to explode.
Queenie by Candice Carty-Williams
Queenie is a twenty-five-year-old Black woman living in south London,
straddling Jamaican and British culture whilst slotting neatly into neither. She
works at a national newspaper where she's constantly forced to compare herself
to her white, middle-class peers, and beg to write about Black Lives Matter.
After a messy break up from her long-term white boyfriend, Queenie finds
herself seeking comfort in all the wrong places.
As Queenie veers from one regrettable decision to another, she finds herself
wondering, What are you doing? Why are you doing it? Who do you want to
be? - the questions that every woman today must face in a world that keeps
trying to provide the answers for them.
The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett
The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But after growing up together
in a small, southern black community and running away at age sixteen, it's not
just the shape of their daily lives that is different as adults, it's everything: their
families, their communities, their racial identities. Ten years later, one sister
lives with her black daughter in the same southern town she once tried to
escape. The other secretly passes for white, and her white husband knows
nothing of her past. Still, even separated by so many miles and just as many
lies, the fates of the twins remain intertwined. What will happen to the next
generation, when their own daughters' story lines intersect?

Crossfire by Malorie Blackman
Years have passed since the love between Sephy - a Cross - and Callum - a
Nought - destroyed their world and changed their families and society forever.
Society appears to be very different now. For the first time ever, a Nought
Prime Minister - Tobey Durbridge - is in power. Race and class don't divide
people anymore. But things are never really that easy.
Because Tobey's just been framed for murder, and the only way to free himself
is to turn to his oldest friend - Callie-Rose.
Their families divisions run deep, and when two young people are kidnapped,
their lives and everything they've fought for are put in the firing line.
And when you're playing a game as dangerous as this one, it won't be long
before someone gets caught in the crossfire...
Clap When You Land by Elizabeth Acevedo
Camino Rios lives for the summers when her father visits her in the Dominican
Republic. But this time, on the day when his plane is supposed to land, Camino
arrives at the airport to see crowds of crying people...
In New York City, Yahaira Rios is called to the principal's office, where her
mother is waiting to tell her that her father, her hero, has died in a plane crash.
Separated by distance - and Papi's secrets - the two girls are forced to face a
new reality in which their father is dead and their lives are forever altered.
And then, when it seems like they've lost everything of their father, they learn
of each other.

Year 9
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor neighbourhood where she
was born and raised and her posh high school in the suburbs. The uneasy
balance between them is shattered when Starr is the only witness to the fatal
shooting of her unarmed best friend, Khalil, by a police officer. Now what Starr
says could destroy her community. It could also get her killed.
Inspired by the Black Lives Matter movement, this is a powerful and gripping
YA novel about one girl's struggle for justice.
The Help by Kathryn Stockett
There's Aibileen, raising her seventeenth white child and nursing the hurt
caused by her own son's tragic death; Minny, whose cooking is nearly as sassy
as her tongue; and white Miss Skeeter, home from College, who wants to know
why her beloved maid has disappeared.
Skeeter, Aibileen and Minny. No one would believe they'd be friends; fewer still
would tolerate it. But as each woman finds the courage to cross boundaries,

they come to depend and rely upon one another. Each is in a search of a truth.
And together they have an extraordinary story to tell...
Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly
Set amid the civil rights movement, the never-before-told true story of NASA’s
African-American female mathematicians who played a crucial role in
America’s space program.
Before Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a group of professionals worked as
‘Human Computers’, calculating the flight paths that would enable these
historic achievements. Among these were a coterie of bright, talented
African-American women. Segregated from their white counterparts, these
‘colored computers’ used pencil and paper to write the equations that would
launch rockets, and astronauts, into space.
Moving from World War II through NASA’s golden age, touching on the civil
rights era, the Space Race, the Cold War, and the women’s rights
movement, Hidden Figures interweaves a rich history of mankind’s greatest
adventure with the intimate stories of five courageous women whose work
forever changed the world.
My Name Is Why by Lemn Sissay
At the age of seventeen, after a childhood in a foster family followed by six
years in care homes, Norman Greenwood was given his birth certificate. He
learned that his real name was not Norman. It was Lemn Sissay. He was British
and Ethiopian. And he learned that his mother had been pleading for his safe
return to her since his birth.
This is Lemn's story: a story of neglect and determination, misfortune and
hope, cruelty and triumph.
Sissay reflects on his childhood, self-expression and Britishness, and in doing
so explores the institutional care system, race, family and the meaning of home.
Written with all the lyricism and power you would expect from one of the
nation's best-loved poets, this moving, frank and timely memoir is the result of
a life spent asking questions, and a celebration of the redemptive power of
creativity.
Kindred by Octavia E. Butler
In 1976, Dana dreams of being a writer. In 1815, she is assumed a slave.
When Dana first meets Rufus on a Maryland plantation, he's drowning. She
saves his life - and it will happen again and again.
Neither of them understands his power to summon her whenever his life is
threatened, nor the significance of the ties that bind them.
And each time Dana saves him, the more aware she is that her own life might
be over before it's even begun.
This is the extraordinary story of two people bound by blood, separated by so
much more than time.

The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead
Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. All the slaves lead a hellish
existence, but Cora has it worse than most; she is an outcast even among her
fellow Africans and she is approaching womanhood, where it is clear even
greater pain awaits. When Caesar, a slave recently arrived from Virginia, tells
her about the Underground Railroad, they take the perilous decision to escape
to the North.
In Whitehead's razor-sharp imagining of the antebellum South, the
Underground Railroad has assumed a physical form: a dilapidated box car
pulled along subterranean tracks by a steam locomotive, picking up fugitives
wherever it can. Cora and Caesar's first stop is South Carolina, in a city that
initially seems like a haven. But its placid surface masks an infernal scheme
designed for its unknowing black inhabitants. And even worse: Ridgeway, the
relentless slave catcher sent to find Cora, is close on their heels. Forced to flee
again, Cora embarks on a harrowing flight, state by state, seeking true freedom.
At each stop on her journey, Cora encounters a different world. As Whitehead
brilliantly recreates the unique terrors for black people in the pre-Civil War era,
his narrative seamlessly weaves the saga of America, from the brutal
importation of Africans to the unfulfilled promises of the present day. The
Underground Railroad is at once the story of one woman's ferocious will to
escape the horrors of bondage and a shatteringly powerful meditation on
history.
The Lonely Londeners by Sam Selvon
At Waterloo Station, hopeful new arrivals from the West Indies step off the
boat train, ready to start afresh in 1950s London. There, homesick Moses
Aloetta, who has already lived in the city for years, meets Henry 'Sir Galahad'
Oliver and shows him the ropes. In this strange, cold and foggy city where the
natives can be less than friendly at the sight of a black face, has Galahad met his
Waterloo? But the irrepressible newcomer cannot be cast down. He and all the
other lonely new Londoners - from shiftless Cap to Tolroy, whose family has
descended on him from Jamaica - must try to create a new life for themselves.
As pessimistic 'old veteran' Moses watches their attempts, they gradually learn
to survive and come to love the heady excitements of London.
Punching The Air by Ibi Zoboli and Yusef Sallam
One fateful night, an altercation in a gentrifying neighbourhood escalates into
tragedy. ‘Boys just being boys’ turns out to be true only when those boys are
white.
Suddenly, at just sixteen years old, Amal Shahid’s bright future is upended: he
is convicted of a crime he didn’t commit and sent to prison. Despair and rage
almost sink him until he turns to the refuge of his words, his art. This never
should have been his story. But can he change it?

The Colours That Blind by Rutendo Tavengerwei
Tumi desperately wants to make the Zimbabwean national swimming team.
Only in swimming does he escape the hatred and exclusion that his albinism
brings him. But when he has to stay with his grandmother for a while, the
trauma of the terrible thing that happened to him comes rushing back.
Can Ambuya reassure Tumi by revealing her own shocking past - a story
riddled with racial hatred in war-torn Rhodesia, featuring murder and an illegal
love? And what of Tumi's suspicions that she was involved in his nightmare?
On The Come Up by Angie Thomas
The award-winning author of The Hate U Give returns with a powerful story
about hip hop, freedom of speech – and fighting for your dreams, even as the
odds are stacked against you.
Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all time. As the daughter of an
underground hip hop legend who died right before he hit big, Bri’s got massive
shoes to fill. But when her first song goes viral for all the wrong reasons, Bri
finds herself at the centre of controversy and portrayed by the media as more
menace than MC. And with an eviction notice staring her family down, Bri no
longer just wants to make it – she has to. Even if it means becoming the very
thing the public has made her out to be.
Slay by Brittney Morris
By day, seventeen-year-old Kiera Johnson is a college student, and one of the
only black kids at Jefferson Academy. By night, she joins hundreds of
thousands of black gamers who duel worldwide in the secret online role-playing
card game, SLAY.
No one knows Kiera is the game developer - not even her boyfriend, Malcolm.
But when a teen in Kansas City is murdered over a dispute in the SLAY world,
the media labels it an exclusionist, racist hub for thugs.
With threats coming from both inside and outside the game, Kiera must fight to
save the safe space she's created. But can she protect SLAY without losing
herself?
The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo
Xiomara has always kept her words to herself. When it comes to standing her
ground in her Harlem neighbourhood, she lets her fists and her fierceness do
the talking.
But X has secrets – her feelings for a boy in her bio class, and the notebook full
of poems that she keeps under her bed. And a slam poetry club that will pull
those secrets into the spotlight.
Because in spite of a world that might not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to
stay silent.
A novel about finding your voice and standing up for what you believe in, no
matter how hard it is to say. Brave, bold and beautifully written - dealing
with issues of race, feminism and faith.

Key Stage 4
The Color Purple by Alice Walker
Set in the deep American South between the wars, THE COLOR PURPLE is the
classic tale of Celie, a young black girl born into poverty and segregation. Raped
repeatedly by the man she calls 'father', she has two children taken away from
her, is separated from her beloved sister Nettie and is trapped into an ugly
marriage. But then she meets the glamorous Shug Avery, singer and
magic-maker - a woman who has taken charge of her own destiny. Gradually
Celie discovers the power and joy of her own spirit, freeing her from her past
and reuniting her with those she loves.
Things That Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe
Okonkwo is the greatest wrestler and warrior alive, and his fame spreads
throughout West Africa like a bush-fire in the harmattan. But when he
accidentally kills a clansman, things begin to fall apart. Then Okonkwo returns
from exile to find missionaries and colonial governors have arrived in the
village. With his world thrown radically off-balance he can only hurtle towards
tragedy.
The River Between by Ngugi Thiong’o
THE RIVER BETWEEN explores life on the Makuyu and Kameno ridges of
Kenya in the early days of white settlement. Faced with an alluring, new
religion and 'magical' customs, the Gikuyu people are torn between those who
fear the unknown and those who see beyond it. Some fellow Joshua and his
fiery brand of Christianity while others proudly pursue tribal independence. In
the midst of this disunity stands Waiyaki, a dedicated visionary born to a line of
prophets. He struggles to educate the tribe- a task he sees as the only unifying
link between the two factions - but his plans for the future raise issues which
will determine both his own and the Gikuyu's survival.
Becoming by Michelle Obama
In a life filled with meaning and accomplishment, Michelle Obama has
emerged as one of the most iconic and compelling women of our era. As First
Lady of the United States of America - the first African-American to serve in
that role - she helped create the most welcoming and inclusive White House in
history, while also establishing herself as a powerful advocate for women and
girls in the U.S. and around the world, dramatically changing the ways that
families pursue healthier and more active lives, and standing with her husband
as he led America through some of its most harrowing moments. Along the
way, she showed us a few dance moves, crushed Carpool Karaoke, and raised
two down-to-earth daughters under an unforgiving media glare.
In her memoir, a work of deep reflection and mesmerizing storytelling,
Michelle Obama invites readers into her world, chronicling the experiences that
have shaped her - from her childhood on the South Side of Chicago to her years
as an executive balancing the demands of motherhood and work, to her time
spent at the world's most famous address. With unerring honesty and lively wit,
she describes her triumphs and her disappointments, both public and private,

telling her full story as she has lived it - in her own words and on her own
terms.
Half Of A Yellow Sun by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
Ugwu, a boy from a poor village, works as a houseboy for a university professor.
Olanna, a young woman, has abandoned her life of privilege in Lagos to live
with her charismatic new lover, the professor. And Richard, a shy English
writer, is in thrall to Olanna’s enigmatic twin sister. As the horrific Biafran War
engulfs them, they are thrown together and pulled apart in ways they had never
imagined.
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s masterpiece, winner of the Orange Prize for
Fiction, is a novel about Africa in a wider sense: about the end of colonialism,
ethnic allegiances, class and race – and about the ways in which love can
complicate all of these things.
Dreams From My Father by Barack Obama
Dreams From My Father is a refreshing, revealing portrait of a young man
asking big questions about identity and belonging.
The son of a black African father and a white American mother, President
Obama recounts an emotional odyssey. He retraces the migration of his
mother's family from Kansas to Hawaii, then to his childhood home in
Indonesia. Finally he travels to Kenya, where he confronts the bitter truth of his
father's life and at last reconciles his divided inheritance.
The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander
In a bold and innovative argument, a rising legal star shows readers how the
mass incarceration of a disproportionate number of black men amounts to a
devastating system of racial control. This is a terrifying reality that exists in the
UK as much as in the US. Despite the triumphant dismantling of the Jim Crow
laws, the system that once forced African-Americans into a segregated
second-class citizenship still haunts. The US criminal justice system still
unfairly targets black men and deprives an entire segment of the population of
their basic rights.
Red At The Bone by Jacqueline Woodson
Brooklyn, 2001. It is the evening of sixteen-year-old Melody's coming of age
ceremony in her grandparents' brownstone. Watched lovingly by her relatives
and friends, making her entrance to the music of Prince, she wears a special
custom-made dress - the very same dress that was sewn for a different wearer,
Melody's mother, for a celebration that ultimately never took place.
Unfurling the history of Melody's family - from the 1921 Tulsa race massacre to
post 9/11 New York - Red at the Bone explores sexual desire, identity, class, and
the life-altering facts of parenthood, as it looks at the ways in which young
people must so often make fateful decisions about their lives before they have
even begun to figure out who they are and what they want to be.

Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
The limits of fifteen-year-old Kambili’s world are defined by the high walls of
her family estate and the dictates of her fanatically religious father. Her life is
regulated by schedules: prayer, sleep, study, prayer.
When Nigeria is shaken by a military coup, Kambili’s father, involved
mysteriously in the political crisis, sends her to live with her aunt. In this
house, noisy and full of laughter, she discovers life and love – and a terrible,
bruising secret deep within her family.
This extraordinary debut novel from Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, author of
‘Half of a Yellow Sun’, is about the blurred lines between the old gods and the
new, childhood and adulthood, love and hatred – the grey spaces in which
truths are revealed and real life is lived.
All Stories Are True by John Edgar Wideman
A collection of stories about African Americans from all walks of life who reside
in Homewood, a black section of Pittsburgh - stories about ancestors, family
and lovers caught up in American history and haunted by their particular
demons.

Cry, the Beloved Country by Alan Paton
Cry the Beloved Country is the deeply moving story of the Zulu pastor Stephen
Kumalo and his son Absalom, set against the background of a land and a people
riven by racial injustice. Remarkable for its contemporaneity, unforgettable for
character and incident, Cry the Beloved Country is a classic work of love and
hope, courage and endurance, born of the dignity of man.
The History of Mary Prince by Mary Prince
First published in 1831, “The History of Mary Prince” is the fascinating
autobiography of the life of Mary Prince, who was born into slavery in
Bermuda. It was the first time the story of a black woman was published in the
United Kingdom and it was widely read and reprinted numerous times. It was
also very influential to the growing abolitionist movement and increased the
anti-slavery sentiment that was gaining popularity in England. Prince was born
in 1788 and her parents were both enslaved by different masters.
Prince lived with her mother and siblings as household servants until she was
sold at age 12 to a series of cruel and brutal masters. Prince was sold a final
time in 1815 and her new master eventually took her to England with his family
in 1828. Prince was able to gain a certain amount of freedom from her owner in
England and she eventually came to work for Thomas Pringle, an abolitionist
writer. He convinced Prince to have her life story transcribed and the shocking
and brutal tale that emerged affected readers deeply. “The History of Mary
Prince” remains an important historical account of the horrors and injustice of
slavery.

Key Stage 5
Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
As teenagers in Lagos, Ifemelu and Obinze fall in love. Their Nigeria is under
military dictatorship, and people are fleeing the country if they can. The
self-assured Ifemelu departs for America. There she suffers defeats and
triumphs, finds and loses relationships, all the while feeling the weight of
something she never thought of back home: race. Obinze had hoped to join
her, but post-9/11 America will not let him in, and he plunges into a
dangerous, undocumented life in London.
Thirteen years later, Obinze is a wealthy man in a newly democratic Nigeria,
while Ifemelu has achieved success as a blogger. But after so long apart and so
many changes, will they find the courage to meet again, face to face?
Black and British, A Forgotten History by David Olusoga
In this vital re-examination of a shared history, historian and broadcaster
David Olusoga tells the rich and revealing story of the long relationship
between the British Isles and the people of Africa and the Caribbean.
Drawing on new genealogical research, original records, and expert
testimony, Black and British reaches back to Roman Britain, the medieval
imagination, Elizabethan ‘blackamoors’ and the global slave-trading empire. It
shows that the great industrial boom of the nineteenth century was built on
American slavery, and that black Britons fought at Trafalgar and in the
trenches of both World Wars. Black British history is woven into the cultural
and economic histories of the nation. It is not a singular history, but one that
belongs to us all.
Unflinching, confronting taboos and revealing hitherto unknown scandals,
Olusoga describes how the lives of black and white Britons have been entwined
for centuries.
An American Marriage by Tayari Jones
Newlyweds Celestial and Roy are the embodiment of the American Dream. He
is a young executive, and she is an artist on the brink of an exciting career.
Until one day they are ripped apart by circumstances neither could have
imagined. Roy is arrested and sentenced to twelve years for a crime Celestial
knows he didn't commit.
Devastated and unmoored, Celestial finds herself struggling to hold on to the
love that has been her centre, taking comfort in Andre, their closest friend.
When Roy's conviction is suddenly overturned, he returns home ready to
resume their life together.
A masterpiece of storytelling, An American Marriage offers a profoundly
insightful look into the hearts and minds of three unforgettable characters who
are at once bound together and separated by forces beyond their control.

Girl, Woman, Other by Bernardine Evaristo
This is Britain as you've never read it.
This is Britain as it has never been told.
From Newcastle to Cornwall, from the birth of the twentieth century to the
teens of the twenty-first, Girl, Woman, Other follows a cast of twelve
characters on their personal journeys through this country and the last
hundred years. They're each looking for something - a shared past, an
unexpected future, a place to call home, somewhere to fit in, a lover, a missed
mother, a lost father, even just a touch of hope . . .
If Beale Street Could Talk by James Baldwin
Harlem, the black soul of New York City, in the era of Aretha Franklin and Ray
Charles. The narrator of Baldwin's novel is Tish nineteen, and pregnant. Her
lover Fonny, father of her child, is in jail accused of rape. Flashbacks from
their love affair are woven into the compelling struggle of two families to win
justice for Fonny. To this love story James Baldwin brings a spare and
impassioned intensity, charging it with universal resonance and power.
New Daughters of Africa by Margaret Busby
A glorious portrayal of the richness, range and diversity of African women's
voices, this major international collection brings together their achievements
across a wealth of genres: autobiography, memoir, letters, short stories,
novels, poetry, drama, humour, journalism, essays and speeches.
From Antigua to Zimbabwe and Angola to the USA, overlooked artists of the
past join key figures, popular contemporaries and emerging writers in paying
tribute to the heritage that unites them, the strong links that endure from
generation to generation, and their common obstacles around issues of race,
gender and class.
Bold and insightful, brilliant in its intimacy and universality, this landmark
anthology honours the talents of African daughters and the inspiring legacy
that connects them - and all of us.
White Teeth by Zadie Smith
One of the most talked about debut novels of all time, White Teeth is a funny,
generous, big-hearted novel, adored by critics and readers alike. Dealing among many other things - with friendship, love, war, three cultures and three
families over three generations, one brown mouse, and the tricky way the past
has of coming back and biting you on the ankle, it is a life-affirming, riotous
must-read of a book.
N-W by Zadie Smith
Zadie Smith's brilliant tragi-comic NW follows four Londoners - Leah, Natalie,
Felix and Nathan - after they've left their childhood council estate, grown up
and moved on to different lives. From private houses to public parks, at work
and at play, their city is brutal, beautiful and complicated. Yet after a chance
encounter they each find that the choices they've made, the people they once
were and are now, can suddenly, rapidly unravel. A portrait of modern urban
life, NW is funny, sad and urgent - as brimming with vitality as the city itself.

The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander
In a bold and innovative argument, a rising legal star shows readers how the
mass incarceration of a disproportionate number of black men amounts to a
devastating system of racial control. This is a terrifying reality that exists in the
UK as much as in the US. Despite the triumphant dismantling of the Jim Crow
laws, the system that once forced African-Americans into a segregated
second-class citizenship still haunts. The US criminal justice system still
unfairly targets black men and deprives an entire segment of the population of
their basic rights.
The Good Immigrant (short stories) by Nikesh Shukla
How does it feel to be constantly regarded as a potential threat, strip-searched
at every airport?
Or be told that, as an actress, the part you’re most fitted to play is ‘wife of a
terrorist’? How does it feel to have words from your native language misused,
misappropriated and used aggressively towards you? How does it feel to hear a
child of colour say in a classroom that stories can only be about white people?
How does it feel to go ‘home’ to India when your home is really London? What
is it like to feel you always have to be an ambassador for your race? How does
it feel to always tick ‘Other’?
Bringing together 21 exciting black, Asian and minority ethnic voices emerging
in Britain today, The Good Immigrant explores why immigrants come to the
UK, why they stay and what it means to be ‘other’ in a country that doesn’t
seem to want you, doesn’t truly accept you – however many generations you’ve
been here – but still needs you for its diversity monitoring forms.
Beloved by Toni Morrison
It is the mid-1800s and as slavery looks to be coming to an end, Sethe is
haunted by the violent trauma it wrought on her former enslaved life at Sweet
Home, Kentucky. Her dead baby daughter, whose tombstone bears the single
word, Beloved, returns as a spectre to punish her mother, but also to elicit her
love. Told with heart-stopping clarity, melding horror and beauty, Beloved is
Toni Morrison’s enduring masterpiece.
Twelve Years A Slave by Solomon Northup
Solomon Northup was born a free man in New York State. At the age of 33 he
was kidnapped in Washington D.C. and placed in an underground slave pen.
Northup was transported by ship to New Orleans where he was sold into
slavery. He spent the next 12 years working as a carpenter, driver, and cotton
picker. This narrative reveals how Northup survived the harsh conditions of
slavery, including smallpox, lashings, and an attempted hanging. Solomon
Northup was among a select few who were freed from slavery.
His account describes the daily life of slaves in Louisiana, their diet and living
conditions, the relationship between master and slave, and how slave catchers
used to recapture runaways. Northup's first person account published in 1853,
was a dramatic story in the national debate over slavery that took place in the
nine years leading up to the start of the American Civil War.

